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Conestoga's extramural 
hockey (earn eliminated 
by Sheridan. 
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Election time for Student Affairs 



ident of education. 

The new president of the DSA 
will be Paul LuQuin. He said he 
is looking forward to working 
with the students. He said he did- 

he didn't need one. 

'T should be able to talk directly 


president of operations. He said 
he will be the guy behind th 
scenes of events. 

It will be my job to make sut 


said he would continue to put the 
same amount of efTon into the job 
as he did this year. 


Getting proper assessment a challenge 


By Tannis Fenton 


learning disabilities. 

Rick Casey, a secondary school 
transition counsellor with special 

ments are necessary to fulfill doc- 

specific learning disabilities 
hey can bo properly accom- 


project. a pilot project designed to 
dents in post-secondary institu- 

“I think part of the problem is 
that (school boards) have been cut 

funding that they haven't had the 
finances to really do what they 
need to do (for learning disabled 
Students)." said Casey, 

He added school boards have 
lost their psychologists and. as a 
result, can't do necessary full- 
scale assessments. 

primarily spent on students who 
are more difficult to handle, such 


challenges or development disor- 


"As a result, the kids that have 
ary students) have not had a for- 
since elementary school.'* said 
The problem is Conestoga 


ing disabilities are first assessed 
in elementary school, when they 
run into problems with reading, 
writing and math fundamentals. 




menrary) level and they tend to be 


"Once the accommodations have been 
put in place at the (elementary) level and 
they tend to be working, why bother 
assessing them again?" 

Rick Casey, 

- secondary school transition counsellor 


last three years, because it's hard 

diagnosed at an early age. he said. 

“The child has matured, their 
sophistication has enhanced and 
their knowledge has enhanced." 

toty skills that make you better in 

haven't oulgmwn (the learning 
disability)." 

Generally, students with learn- 


not available. Conestoga College 
tries to get secondary schools to 
do as best they can with the 
resources they have, said Casey, 
They ask secondary schools to 


about a specific learning disabled 


well as an outline of the types of 


place, he said. 

disability checklist and assess- 
ment inventory that has been sent 
to all secondary schools in 

Proper documentation will help 
Conestoga College's special 

process of effectively accommo- 
dating the student, he said, adding 
a full-scale assessment will be 


In order to qualify for special 
needs services or learning oppor- 


dence of a specific learning dis- 

A specific learning disability is 
defined as a neurologically-based 
information processing difficulty 
that occurs in individuals with 


Specific learning disabilities 
cause a discrepancy between the 
individual's potential and 
achievement, but are manageable 
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News 


Students want representation 

Satellite campuses are being ignored by DSA according to survey 



Don't get a Splinter! 


Fund details expected soor 


Jim Splinter, a third-year management student, sizes up caoinet parts during the 
woodworking competition at Conestoga College's woodworking centre Feb. 1 1 . 

(Photo by waiertan Czamocki) 


In a survey conducted at 
Conestoga's Waterloo and Guelph 

Doon marketing students, 130 of 
212 students surveyed said they 
feel the need for DSA represema- 


Siudents at the satellite ca 


is back 

WlfflBSo UGBo m 


$io 


Transportation included 
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Commentary 


DSA drags 
their heels 

Association not politically active 

Being a political body elected by the student body, the 
Doon Student Association should demonstrate a hardline 
policy on political issues. 

In a recent Spoke survey, students pointed out a need for 
a distinct student voice. Although the DSA is excellent at 
organizing movie and pub nights, there are more important 
things going on outside the Sanctuary. 

When DSA president Ellen Menage was asked to com- 
ment on the recent bank bailout by the federal govern- 
ment, she asked that the information be forwarded to her 
before commenting, no doubt procuring a simulated 
response. 

It is not the job of journalists to keep officials in touch 

When a Spoke reporter contacted the Wilfrid Laurier 
University and University of Waterloo student unions, 
representatives were entirely up to date on the bank 

in fact. UW conducted their own research into the num- 
bers put forth by the banks. 

Their research determined the bank's numbers had been 
inflated. 

The DSA says it opposes tuition hikes and government 
funding cuts, yet failed to send a Conestoga faction to the 
day-long protest held at Parliament Hill in Ottawa and 
Queen's Park in Toronto Feb. 2. 

day was held on behalf of the Canadian Federation of 
Students. The DSA is a member of the Ontario 
Community College Student Parliamentary Association 
and therefore it does not protest, says DSA vice-president 
Mike Harris. 

Rather, the DSA says it lobbies through OCCSPA for 
tuition freezes through increased operating costs. 

in the protest was because it was organized by the federa- 
tion. which represents a majority of universities. 

The proposed changes, however, affect both colleges and 
universities, causing serious debt for Conestoga students, 

The rising rate of education costs affects students every- 
where and affiliation issues arc negligible. 

Tuition fees and student debt have reached an average of 
about $25,000. 

The DSA should take an active role politically and repre- 
sent their electorate’s voice. 


5A^cmRY 



'’’Hello'?'" 


DSA excuses not acceptable 

Lack of Black History Month recognition at college is disgusting 



Student executive bodies have a dual responsibility in 


regard to internal and external affairs. 

Although the DSA organizes excellent social activities, 
they must also vocally represent the student body. 

The excuse that they lobby through an external body will 

Students are facing ever-growing tuition hikes and 
need to voice their opinions in sheer numbers through 
peaceful protest 



Spoke 


Keeping Conestoga College connected 





Feature 
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Afro-centric music honoured 


Chorale group celebrates Black 


To celebrate Block History Month 
the Nnthanicl Dell Chorale, with 
special guest. Joe Scaly, will per- 
form at The Centra in the Square in 

Christopher Wilson, a 26-ycar-old 

been a member of the chorale since 
1998. 



24 people from a variety of differ- 
ent cultural backgrounds and an 

He says the gender balance Is 



group is the first entity of its kind in 
Canada. 




Braincrd Blyden-Taylor, artistic 






performing a lull range of Afro- 



“There are many 
visible minorities in 
the group although 
we focus on 
Afro-centric music.” 

Christopher Wilson, 



History Month in Kitchener 

They will be at York University in event by calling 1 -800-265-8977. 

Conestoga College Writing Centre 

• Get help with your writing. 

• Drop in or book an appointment. 

• Receive flss help from the tutor on duty. 


Room 2A118 Doon Campus 

Monday -Thursday 9:30-4:30 
Friday 9:30-12:30 


More information? Call 748-5220 

Tbc Writing Centre extension 607 


Thank you for your support 


ISO Team Student Services 



Conestoga 
College 1 1 


Stelian George-Cosh 
Jack Fletcher 
Carol Gragory 
Lynn Rpberts 
Barb Kraler 
Joan Magazine 
Melissa Turner 
Elaine Brunk 
Jeanette Walker 
Judith Bates 
Marian Mainland 
Kelly Nixon 
Roger Mainland 
Betty Morsink 
Rick Casey 


Lynn Gresham 
Charlie Matjanec 
Monica Himmelman 
Dan Randall 
Debbie Blumenthal 
Barry Cull 
Judy Hart 
Sue Lyttle 
Frank Abel 
Trish Weiler 
Patrice Butts 
Peter Findlay 
Kristin Higgins 
Deborah Hill-Smith 
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Teaching English 

as a Second Language 

A One-Year Certificate Program 
Starts this September rnnpQtncro 
Call for more information ^ 

519-748-5220, ext. 656 




College 


MULTIPLE CW 01EE 
TEST-TNCINtS, 



MON. MAPE.H 0 th fr MON. MAF4LH 13 th 
12:30 - 1:30 POOM 2DI4 


NEED HELP WITH 

* Multiple choice test - taking strategies? 

♦ Understanding how multiple choice tests are designed? 

V/orKshop Facilitator: S hawna Bernard 

Please register in ‘STUDENT SEP-VICES (ROOM l&oi) 
for the above workshops If fou are interested in a 

Shauna Bernard, Student Services. 


DSA awards open to all 



ride Wanted 

Conestoga College student seeking transportation 
from Preston to Doon campus daily. 

Monday: Arrive on campus @7:00 A.M.- 
Leave campus @ 2:30 P.M. 
Tuesday: Leave Doon campus at noon. 

Wednesday: Arrive on campus @7:00 A.M.- 
Leave campus @ 2:30 P.M. 
Thursday: Arrive on campus @ 8:00 A.M. - 
Leave campus @ noon. 

Friday: Leave campus at 1 1:00 A.M. 

If you are able to provide transportation for any of 
these times and are interested in making some gas 
money, please contact: 

Shawna Bernard, 748-5220 ext. 236 
Rates will be negotiated. 


Letters to the Editor 

Spoke welcomes topical 
letters that include the 
writer's name, address 
and phone number for 
verification. 

All letters must be 
signed. They can be 
brought to room 4B14. 
No e-mail letters will be 
accepted 


Read 

SPOKE 

THE most electrifying 
student newspaper in 
Ontario. 
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News 

Drug plan dispute 


Wednesday February 23 


4:30pm 

The Cross Roads 

Meeting Room 


Safe Break Awareness Week 

Dazed and Confused 


Man 


Movie of the Week 


Tiipc Display 8c 
I uc:» Game 

’ Free Mocktails 

, ” cu Nintendo Day 

Grub Crawl 
- Thurs Loose Change Louies 
?5 Pub Night 

&&) Details at the D5A office 


College Graduates 

oin the leading edge of a new breed of professionals! 
ga offers a variety of unique full-time Post-Graduate Programs 


La iiagi 


ffiSSft i Conestoga 

SiSffS College (J 


Students are 
automatically 
billed for the 
drug plan 
offered by the 
DSA 


mmm wo*r 

Contest Closes 

February 25th 


Movie of the Week 

In the Sanctuary 

Mon. I'd). 2 1 11:30pm 


Doon Student Association 


gSWSKKT-: 


Lei me put your SI 000 Grad Rebate 
to Work for 

"YOi;* 



Europe? 

Make* your lirst slop I 

TRAVEL CUTS 

VOYAGES CAMPUS 

S3l 




FREE TUTORIALS 

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 
TECHNOLOGY/TECHNICIAN 
Applied Mechanics Tutorial 
Mondays (starting Jan. 24/00) 

4:30 - 5:30pm 
Room 2 A 409 

General Arts and Science (Tech Option) 

Math and Physics Tutorial 
Tuesdays (starting Jan. 25/00) 

11:30- 12:30pm 
Room 3A623 

** Tutorials will run for the duration of the 
semester 

PEER TUTORING 
DOON STUDENT SERVICES 


I 

®H gACJS 

DSA Bus trip to 

RAPTORS 
GAME 



Charlotte vs. Toronto 
^jjjDoon Students $55^,, 
QW Guests $60 

^-^includes transportatiorv * 



SHOW ME THE 
MONEY 


FREEZE TUITION, NOT FUNDING 

HERE’S WHY 

♦ College Tuition Fees have increased 109% from 1990-91 to 1998-99 

♦ In 1996-97, 38% of college system revenue came from tuition fees, ancillary income 
and other income (e.g. investments, donations): up from 23% in 1990-91 

Need for Increased Funding to Operating Grants Tuition a nd Ancillary Fees 



♦ Over the same time period, the proportion of system revenue from tuition 
fees alone has doubled, from 10.4% in 1990-91 to 20.7% in 1996-97 while the 
proportion of MET (Ministry of Education Training) based revenue has dropped to 48% 
of college system total revenue. 


♦ Since 1989, colleges have served 33% more students while government operating 
grants per student have dropped 39.3%. Per student funding has decreased from 
over $5000 to under $3000 during this period 


The Doon Student Association (DSA) a member of OCCSPA encourages you to take local action in our 
campaign to ensure access to a college education. Contact your local MPP and tell them you want an 

increase in government operating grant funding to enable a TUITION FREEZE. 


Cambridge M.P.P. 
Gerry Martinluk 
(519) 623-5852 


Kitchener Centre M.P.P. Kitchener- Waterloo M.P.P Waterloo- Wellington M.P.P 

Wayne Wettlaufer Hon. Elizabeth Witmer Ted Arnott 

(519) 579-5460 (519) 725-3477 (519) 787-5247 


For more information see Michael Harris - Vice President of Education (DSA) and Chair of Issues Management Committee for (OCCSPA) 




Entertainment 


The Beach is no paradise 



COUNSELLOR’S CORNER: 

Learning Disabilities 

There has been considerable attention paid to the 
term “Learning Disability” in the past few years 
as educators become increasingly aware of the 
individual needs of students. The term was 
coined in the I960's to describe people who, 
while having average or above average abilities, 
exhibited difficulty learning in one of the basic 
academic areas such as reading, writing, or 
mathematics. Since that time considerable 
research has helped us to identify and classify 
what a learning disability is, how to diagnose 
this problem, and how to help individuals who 
have a learning disability. 

Research has taught us that : 


•Learning disabilities affect about 2-5% of stu- 

♦ Learning disabled students show a marked dif- 
ference in what they are capable of learning and 
their achievement in certain areas. 

•Learning disabled students do well in College 
and University programs given the right kind of 
support. 

•There are tests and procedures that can help 
identify the exact nature of the disability. 

♦There are strategies that can be used to help 
overcome a teaming disability. 

♦While everyone has different leaning styles, 
learning disabilities arc marked areas of difficul- 
ty. 

A Message from Student Services (Room 2B02) 
and the Special Needs Office (Room 2AI09) 


' — DSA Elections 

Voti r^i<3 

Tues. Feb. 1 5 1 Oam - 2pm 

Wed. Feb. 1 6 1 Oam -2pm 

Thurs. Feb. 1 7 1 Oam -2pm 

The Sanctuary 

Take the time to 
VOTE - it is your 
student government! 


Conestoga Night @ * 

Loose Change 
Louies 

Thurs. Feb. 24 
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Sports 


Conestoga wins one, loses one 




jftball 


Angel's 


club tryouts Wednesday 
nights 

March 1, 8, 22,29 
April 5. 19 
8:15 pm • 10 pm 
Stanley Park public school I 
for our junior aged (18-23) 
and intermediate (open age | , 
group). To play or , 
coach/manage or for more ! 
information contact Joe or 
John Forte @ 579-4638 or 
jforte@golden.net. i 
Web site http://home. 
golden.net/-jforte I 






du Maurier 

Arts 


Supporting 234 cultural organizations across 
Canada during the 1999-2000 season 



